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OVERVIEW
BE

Join us at WASCZ for a weekend of culture and celebration. Students will be able to participate in the
following competitions: Ensembles, Solo Piano Category, Solo Music Performances, Composition,
Digital Composition, Public Speaking, Acting, Visual Art, Dance, Electric and Rock Music. These exciting
competitions will enable students to showcase their talents during the culture festival.

Each competition follows specific criteria and eligibility, so please check the individualized information
below for more details.

Students are allowed to enter any competition with the WASCZ Culture Festival 2026. However, they are only
allowed to attend each competition once.

At the awards ceremony, all shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner' s school will receive a
trophy and the winners a medal.

All submission emails should use the following format for the file name and email subject:
CultureFestival_School_Competition_StudentName

For example, CultureFestival_ WASCZ_Acting_JohnnyBGoode

Address: Date:

WAS Changzhou Theatre Submission Deadline: Friday 6th March, 2026.

No.9 Huanhu North Road, Wujin District, Finalists Announced: Monday 16th March, 2026

Changzhou, Jiangsu, P.R.China, 213149 Culture Festival: 17th to 19th April, 2026
Contact:

culturefestival@waiscz.com
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ENSEMBLES

Eligibility

Entrants must be current students at WAS schools Asia, or any other invited school. Ensembles must consist
of a minimum of 3 players and a maximum of 25 players. Popular music and vocal ensembles are permitted.
All ensembles must use their own equipment.

Age Categories

The school grade of the oldest member of the ensemble will be used to determine the age category.
Junior: 2-3 minutes Grade 3-6 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 3 level)

Intermediate: 3-5 minutes Grade 7-9 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 4 level)

Senior: 5-8 minutes Grade 10-12 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 5 level)

Repertoire and Scores

Whilst we encourage ensembles to play music in the original scoring, we acknowledge that younger
ensembles and wind/brass groups may have to perform arrangements of works. Scores should be provided
for the adjudicators at the time of the video submission, with suitable bar numbers/rehearsal figures
indicated in the score. Students must perform the same work(s) in both rounds of the competition.

How to Enter
Each entry should be submitted separately via email. A performance video should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF score. The deadline is 6th March, 2026.

Round 1

All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ. A maximum of five entries per age
category will be invited to perform in the live final at WASCZ.

Round 2

The final show will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators. The winner will be
announced at the award ceremony

Awards
All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winners' school will receive a trophy and the winners a
medal.
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COMPOSITION

Eligibility
Entrants must be current students at WAS Schools Asia or any other invited school. Compositions may be in
any style or genre.

Age Categories

Age categories will be determined by the entrant’ s current school grade:
Junior: Grade 8 and under | Maximum duration: 4 minutes

Intermediate: Grade 9-10 | Maximum duration: 6 minutes

Senior: Grade 11-12 | Maximum duration: 8 minutes

Adjudication

All submissions will be reviewed by a panel of specialist adjudicators. All composers will be invited to attend
the final round.

The top three finalists will be invited to present their complete composition at the final round, together
with a short video presentation outlining their creative process. During the event, our specialists in digital
composition and songwriting will provide feedback on the works before selecting the winners. Finalists will
be notified in advance.

How to Enter
Each entrant may submit one composition only.
Submissions must be sent by email to culturefestival@waiscz.com. The deadline is 6th March, 2026.
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DIGITAL COMPOSITION AND
SONGWRITING

Eligibility

Entrants must be current students at WAS Schools Asia or any other invited school. All works must be created
in a Digital Audio Workstation (DAW). Submissions must be entirely new and not previously premiered.
Entries may be either original productions or remixes, and may be in any style or genre.

Age Categories

Age categories will be determined by the entrant’ s current school grade:
Junior: Grade 8 and under | Maximum duration: 4 minutes

Intermediate: Grade 9-10 | Maximum duration: 6 minutes

Senior: Grade 11-12 | Maximum duration: 8 minutes

How to Enter

Each entrant may submit one composition only.

Submissions must be sent by email to culturefestival@waiscz.com. Each entry should be submitted in a
separate email. Each submission must include:

1. Ascreenshot of the DAW project

2. The project file

3. An MP3 audio file of the composition

The deadline for submissions is 6 March 2026.

Adjudication

All submissions will be reviewed by a panel of specialist adjudicators. All composers will be invited to attend
the final round. The top three finalists will be invited to present their complete composition at the final
round, accompanied by a short video presentation explaining their creative process. During the event, our
specialists in digital composition and songwriting will provide feedback on the works before selecting the
winners. Finalists will be notified in advance.

Awards
- All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate.
- The winning school will be awarded a trophy.
- Individual winners will each receive a medal.
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DANCE

Age Categories

Entrants must be current students at WAS Schools Asia, or any other invited school. Participants will
compete in the following age categories

Baby - KG, Grade 1-2 (1-2.5 minutes)

Junior - Grade 3-6 (2-2.5 minutes)

Intermediate - Grade 7-9 (2-3 minutes)

Senior - Grade 10-12 (2.5-5minutes)

Brief

Participants can choose any of the following four dance styles:

A: Classical: any choreography based on the classical ballet repertoire (i.e., Sleeping Beauty, Swan Lake,
Giselle).

B: Neoclassical/ Lyrical Ballet: any choreography based on Classical Ballet technique that is not part of the
classical ballet repertoire.

C: Character/ National Dance: all traditional folk dances are allowed. (A Ballet character- dance would NOT
apply to this category).

D: Open Category: any dance style is allowed except for Classical/ Neoclassical Ballet, Jazz, Contemporary
and Character/ National Dances.

Ensuring the choreography is suited to the contestants' age and capability is imperative. Participants should
perform either ONE variation, Duo/Pas de Deux, Group or Ensemble piece but are able to choose any of the
above dance styles.

Adjudicators
The judging Criteria for the Dance Competition used by the judges will be: age, level, technique, musicality,
choreography, and presentation.

How to Enter
Submit your application and a dance video to culturefestival@waiscz.com. Ensure you provide your music
accompaniment in an MP3 format. The deadline is 6th March 2026.

Round 1 : All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ. A maximum of five entries will
be invited to perform in the final show at WASCZ.

Round 2: The final will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators representing each
school. The winner will be announced at the award ceremony.

Awards
All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner' s school will receive a trophy and the winners a
medal.
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SOLO PIANO CATEGORY

Eligibility

Entrants must be current students at WAS Schools Asia, or any other invited school. Students of age 9 to 18
years old who study piano as a main instrument. Students may perform music from any musical period or
genre and should aim to provide a balanced programme. Popular music properly arranged/transcribed for
piano is permitted.

Age Categories

The current school grade of the pianist will be used to determine the age category.

Junior: 2-3 minutes Grade 3-6 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 3 level)

Intermediate: 3-5 minutes Grade 7-9 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 4 level)

Senior: 5-8 minutes Grade 10-12 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 5 level)

Please note, for the Senior category it is a requirement for students to perform their piece by heart on the
final round. Itis not acceptable for Senior category students to perform with scores.

Repertoire and Scores

While we encourage students to play music in the original scoring, we acknowledge that younger musicians
may have to perform arrangements of works. Scores should be provided for the adjudicators at the time of
the video submission, with suitable bar numbers/rehearsal figures indicated in the score. Students cannot
perform the same work in both rounds of the competition.

Adjudicators
Each school should provide one music specialist to be part of the panel. One external adjudicator will also be
invited to attend (tbc).

How to Enter
Each entry should be made separately via email. A performance video should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF score included. The deadline is 6th March 2026.

Round 1: All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ, with a maximum of 5 entries
per age category being invited to perform in the live final at WASCZ.

Round 2: The final will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators representing each
school. Candidates must present a different program during this round. The winner will be announced at the
award ceremony.

Awards
All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner's school will receive a trophy and the winners a
medal.



SEAE -

%%%ﬁ%@ﬂﬁ%ﬁ&sz P, WA EMSE RS, SRR O F 185, WEENE
BRI, SEEN RS RN RS, HE R B R ERAEHTE, NN
SRR,

b3 S

SREN IR FLSH THEEPTERNFERE.

R 1 2-3 D% 3-6 TR (BINRMEEZ R 3 FKF)

FZR 35 8 79 R (BINREREEZR 4 FkTF)

B 5-8 D 10-12 4 (BWURREEER 5 FoKTF)

BER, BRASREEREREEDTLNE R ER, eRESHRETTEREES,

B 5RiE
E?ﬁﬁﬂ‘]ﬁi!ﬁbfﬁﬁ%ﬁiﬁﬁ&a%, BRINDIEREDNE RK PR BRERFamo Eks&?ﬁﬁﬁi 25
ENRMFEATE, HERETIRANESHHEILS. SRENSELENRRTERE—

TE
B RER— 2B RS RIENTEARS. b _ BESITE (57) .
BEAR —

EHEFRERNED BFIMFRIRIER, BERBWIHER culturefestlval@walscz com, FHMf_L PDF &=
BIRIE, REIEEEIN 2026 3 A 6 B, /

51t - -

RSB TS SN BT B AP T T T8, 5 ISR CEIES N B
BT R, 2 bk

Eow .

/9&%HT‘%)‘IIW%%&EAiﬁL_1?, IR , IRRZERENR L E AT,
RLigE

\Fﬁﬁ)\@ﬁ&%ﬂ’\f FRRRERN, RUEE D ARRGRE,

“ WASCH



15 WASCH

%' WERE

SOLO MUSIC PERFORMANCE

Eligibility

Entrants must be current students at WAS Schools Asia, or any other invited school. Students may perform
alone or with piano accompaniment. Students may perform music from any musical period or genre
and should aim to provide a balanced program. Popular music and vocal ensembles are permitted. All
performers must source their own equipment. Please note, this competition is NOT for solo piano. Pianists
should apply for Solo Piano Performance instead.

Age Categories

The current school grade of the soloist will be used to determine the age category.
Junior: 2-3 minutes Grade 3-6 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 3 level)
Intermediate: 3-5 minutes Grade 7-9 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 4 level)
Senior: 5-8 minutes Grade 10-12 (recommended minimum ABRSM Grade 5 level)

Repertoire and Scores

While we encourage students to play music in the original scoring, we acknowledge that younger musicians
and singers may have to perform arrangements of works. Scores should be provided for the adjudicators
at the time of the video submission, with suitable bar numbers/rehearsal figures indicated in the score.
Students must perform the same work(s) in both rounds of the competition.

Accompaniment

Students are strongly encouraged to provide their own accompanist. If you wish to use a WASCZ
accompanist, this must be stated in the initial entry submission email. Rehearsal time with the WASCZ
accompanist will be limited to 15 minutes on the day of the competition. The use of backing tracks is
permitted where appropriate and should be provided in the initial entry submission email using an MP3 file.

How to Enter
Each entry should be submitted separately via email. A performance video should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF score. The deadline is 6th March 2026

Round 1: All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ. A maximum of five entries per
age category will be invited to perform in the live final show at WASCZ.

Round 2 : The final show will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators. The winner will
be announced at the award ceremony.

Awards
All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner's school will receive a trophy and the winners a
medal.
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PUBLIC SPEAKING

Eligibility
Entrants must be a current student at WAS Schools Asia, or from any other invited schools.

Age Categories

The current school grade of the soloist will be used to determine the age category.
Junior: Grade 3-6

Intermediate: Grade 7-9

Senior: Grade 10-12

Script
Students should submit a copy of their speech along with their video entry.

Adjudicators
Each school should provide one specialist to be part of the adjudicating panel.

How to Enter
Each entry should be made separately via email. A performance video should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF of their speech included. The deadline is 6th March 2026.

Brief

Junior - Students must perform a speech about a book of their own choice. The speech must not exceed 2
minutes in length. Note cards, or an electronic device to display notes, may be used.

Intermediate - Students must perform a speech about an experience, event or visit of their own choice. The
speech must not exceed 3 minutes in length. Note cards, or an electronic device to display notes, may be
used. Students can also use a visual aid with the exception of a PowerPoint presentation.

Senior - Students must perform a prepared speech about an object of their choice. (For example, a
memento, an ornament, a picture that illustrates a happy memory) The speech must not exceed 3 minutes
in length. The student must bring in the object and use it as a visual aid, referring to it during the speech. The
use of a PowerPoint presentation is not allowed.

Students should perform the same work(s) in both rounds of the competition.

Round 1 : All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ, with a maximum of 8 entries
per age category being invited to perform in the live final at WASCZ.

Round 2 : The final will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators. The winner will be
announced at the award ceremony.

Awards: All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner's school will receive a trophy and the
winners a medal.
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VISUAL ARTS

Eligibility
Entrants must be a current student at WAS Schools Asia, or other invited school.

Age categories
Grade 6-12

Brief

Students may submit work in the following categories: 2D Fine Art (painting, print, drawing), Chinese
Painting & Calligraphy, Graphic Design, Illustration & Digital Art, Photography, Film & Animation,

3D (sculpture, models for architecture & interiors, product design, ceramics, etc.)

Any size, Any media.

Any subject - although potentially offensive artwork is not eligible for exhibition. Artists should be aware
that their work will be visible to young children and seniors, as a guideline artists will be happy to share their
artwork with their grandparents.

Artists must submit a label that includes name, grade, school, media, size, and a short description of what
inspired them to make the artwork. A guide of 200 words is advised.

How to enter
Each entry should be made separately via email. Photo(s) of the artwork should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF script included. The deadline is 6 March 2026.

Adjudicators
Each school should provide one art specialist to be part of the adjudication panel. One external adjudicator
will also be invited to attend (tbc).

Exhibition and Awards

All submissions will be reviewed by the specialist adjudicators. All eligible work will be displayed in an
exhibition at WASCZ, and all artists will be invited to attend the exhibition. All shortlisted finalists will receive
a certificate, the winner’ s school will receive a trophy and the winners a medal.

Observational Drawing Competition
Selected students can compete for the observational drawing prize on Culture Festival Saturday. The prize
will be given for the best drawing completed in three hours. The decision of the judges will be final.

Photography Competition

Selected students will compete to make the best photographic representation of Culture Festival Saturday.
During the morning, they will be  ‘roaming reporters’ shooting every aspect of the event. In the afternoon
they will select their best photos for editing, printing, and exhibition at the end of the day. The decision of
the judges will be final.

How to enter

Each application for the observational drawing competition or photography competition should be made
separately via email to culturefestival@waiscz.com with a 200-word explanation of why the student wants to
take partin the competition. The deadline is 6 March 2026.
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THEATRE LAB

A Day of Exploration in Performance Arts

This is a free 1-day event comprising Theatre/drama workshops. The event is open to all interested students,
staff and parents. Please apply early to avoid disappointment, places are limited.

Event Context

Theatre Lab will be a featured event inside the upcoming Cultural Festival, providing a day-long celebration
of theatre, performance, and creative exploration. This event will blend live performances with interactive
workshops, offering participants and spectators an immersive experience in the world of theatre. The aim is
to inspire creativity, foster collaboration, and showcase the talent within our school and community.

Theatre Lab Day returns after last year' s huge success, offering students a one-of-a-kind opportunity to step
into the world of performance through exclusive, hands-on workshops.

In previous years, students have explored everything from poi spinning to melodrama and acting techniques
— discovering new skills, building confidence, and experiencing the joy of theatre in unexpected ways.

This year, we are thrilled to welcome specialist practitioners and teachers from across Wycombe Abbey, Asia
who will lead innovative, tailor-made sessions designed to inspire and challenge.

Theatre Lab Day is more than just a set of workshops— it' s a unique creative journey that encourages
collaboration, risk-taking, and a deeper appreciation for the performing arts. We can' t wait for another
unforgettable day of discovery and creativity!

Date: 19April2026  Duration: 1day (Full day event)

Objective:
The goal of Theatre Lab is to engage students, teachers, and community members in hands-on theatrical
experiences. By offering both performances and workshops, we aim to:

- Foster appreciation for the performing arts.

- Provide a platform for creative expression.

- Encourage collaboration across age groups and disciplines.

- Enhance participants’ skills in acting and storytelling.
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Event Structure

1. Performances
Throughout the day, we will host a variety of performances that showcase the depth of talent of WAS
students across all schools. These performances will feature:
- Short Plays: A series of short dramatic performances or skits, written or directed by students.
- Monologues: Performances by individual students or teachers, offering a chance to express character and
emotion through solo pieces.
- Improvisation Shows: Interactive improv games and scenes where participants perform without a script,
engaging the audience in spontaneous storytelling.

2. Workshops
In addition to performances, Theatre Lab will offer a variety of workshops designed to engage participants in
hands-on learning experiences. Workshops will include:

- Acting Techniques: A practical workshop on voice, body language, and emotional expression led by
experienced teachers or guest performers.

- Improvisation: An interactive session that teaches the basics of improvisation, helping participants think
quickly and creatively on their feet.

- Fundamental Poi Techniques: Learn basic movements sucp s forward and backward spins, weaves, and
butterfly patterns.

- Clowning Workshop: Participants will explore the principles of physical comedy, improvisation, and
exaggerated expression to create unique, memorable characters with a strong emphasis on body language,
facial expressions, and comedic timing
- Showcase Talent: Theatre Lab will provide a stage for those already involved in theatre while also

ncouraging those new to performance to step into the spotlight.

rkshop 1: Acting Techniques: This worksho
y language, and emotional expression.

inning, focusing on rhythm and coordination.

- 3:00 PM Workshop 4: Clowning: Participants dive into th
creation, learning how to embrace playful, exaggerated

- 4:00 PM Performance 3

- 5:00 PM  Dinner Break: A longer break for dinner, allowing everyone to recharge before the closin

- 6:00 PM  Closing Ceremony & Thank You: A wrap-up event with acknowledgments, reflections on
and thanks to everyone involved.

- 6:30 PM  Open Stage (Optional): An open stage event where participants can perform extra pieces, improv
scenes, or anything creative they wish to share. ”

- 7:30 PM  End of Event

L3

Expected Outcomes

- Skill Development: Participants will gain practical experience in acting, improvisation, and stagecraft.

- Creative Expression: The event will provide an opportunity for students and teachers to express their
creativity through performance.

- Collaboration: Cross-disciplinary and cross-grade collaboration will be fostered, encouraging teamwork
and community building within the school.

- Cultural Appreciation: The event will deepen the school' s cultural engagement and appreciation for
theatre and performance arts.

Conclusion

Theatre Lab will be an exciting, interactive addition to the Cultural Festival, offering a dynamic mix of
performances and workshops that engage and inspire our school community. By providing a platform for
both experienced performers and newcomers, this event will highlight the importance of theatre in cultural
and personal development.
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ELECTRIC! PLUGGED-IN
RO CK DAY soLo secTion)

Festival and competition for rock band and soloists of electric guitar, bass, drums

Eligibility

This section is dedicated to modern music and electric instruments (electric guitar, bass, drums etc) Entrants
must be current students at WAS Schools Asia, or any other invited school. Students may perform alone or
with backing track (tracks must be provided in advance). Students may perform music from any musical
genre originally written or arranged for the chosen instrument: Jazz, Rock, Blues, Metal and other are all
welcome. Students must bring their own instrument, except for drummers. WASCZ will provide a standard
drumkit. Any special percussion to be added must be provided by the player or discussed with our technical
staff. WASCZ will provide a PA system and amplifiers for guitar and bass. If the student wants to bring his/
her own amplifier, this is also welcome - please inform us in advance. Other devices (FX boards, pedals, etc)
must be brought by the student. Please note, classical guitar, fingerstyle acoustic guitar and similar will be in
the SOLO category of Cultural Festival on Saturday 18 April.

Age categories

The current school grade of the soloist will be used to determine the age category.
Junior: 2-3 minutes Grade 3-6 (suggested minimum RSL Grade 2 level)
Intermediate: 3-5 minutes Grade 7-9 (suggested minimum RSL Grade 3 level)
Senior: 5-8 minutes Grade 10-12 (suggested minimum RSL Grade 5 level)

Repertoire and Scores

We encourage students to play music in the original scoring, but improvisation is also welcome. Original
compositions are also accepted. Scores should be provided for the adjudicators at the time of the video
submission, with suitable bar numbers/rehearsal figures indicated in the score. Students must perform the
same work(s) in both rounds of the competition.

Accompaniment/Backing tracks

Students must provide their BGM and send them with their initial entry submission email using an MP3 file. If
they need an accompanist (e.g. jazz) we strongly recommend they provide their own, and to inform us about
this at the video submission stage. Soundcheck for players and mp3 on stage will be limited to 5 minutes on
the day of the competition.

How to enter
Each entry should be submitted separately via email. A performance video should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF score. The deadline is 6th March 2026

Round 1

All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ. A maximum of five entries per age
category will be invited to perform in the live final show at WASCZ.

Round 2

The final show will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators. The winner will be
announced at the award ceremony.

Awards
All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner' s school will receive a trophy and the winners a
medal.
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ELECTRIC! PLUGGED-IN
ROCK DAY eanb section)

Eligibility

This section is dedicated to modern music bands. Entrants must be current students at WAS Schools Asia, or
any other invited school. Groups can be from minimum 2 to a maximum 8 pupils on stage. Backing tracks
are not allowed, all music must be performed on stage. Sequencer or extra effects must be discussed with
our staff at submission time. Students may perform music from any musical genre except for classical music:
Jazz, Rock, Blues, Metal and other are all welcome. Students must bring their own instrument, except for
drummers. WASCZ will provide a standard drumkit. Any special percussion to be added must be provided by
the player or discussed with our tech staff. WASCZ will provide PA system and amplifiers for guitar and bass.
If the student wants to bring his/her own amplifier, this is also welcome - please inform us in advance. Other
devices (FX boards, pedals, etc) must be brought by the student.

Age Categories

The current school grade of the soloist will be used to determine the age category.
Intermediate: 5-8 minutes Grade 7-9 (suggested minimum RSL Grade 3 level)
Senior: 8-10 minutes Grade 10-12 (suggested minimum RSL Grade 5 level)

Repertoire and Scores

Bands can play covers of existing songs or original compositions. In any case, the band must provide a
written introduction that describes the style and the idea behind the composition/arrangement; for cover
songs a file or video of the original song must be provided as well. Introduction must be provided for the
adjudicators at the time of the video submission. Students must perform the same work(s) in both rounds of
the competition.

A written presentation of the band style and idea, and band members must be provided with the
subscription email.

Accompaniment/Background music

No backing tracks are allowed for bands. If the band uses music sequencers or other devices, this must
be specified and discussed with the adjudicators at submission time. Soundcheck on stage for bands will be
limited to 10 minutes on the day of the competition.

How to Enter
Each entry should be submitted separately via email. A performance video should be submitted to
culturefestival@waiscz.com with a PDF score. The deadline is 6th March 2026

Round 1

All video submissions will be reviewed by specialist staff at WASCZ. A maximum of five entries per age
category will be invited to perform in the live final show at WASCZ.

Round 2

The final show will be live, onsite at WASCZ, to a panel of specialist adjudicators. The winner will be
announced at the award ceremony.

Awards
All shortlisted finalists will receive a certificate, the winner' s school will receive a trophy and the winners a
medal.
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EVERY CHILD CAN EXCEL



